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‘15  King  Street, 

Blackburn, 

Mth  June,  1938. 


To  the  Cbainnan  and  Members  of  the 
Blackburn  Kural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  presenUng'  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  lor  the  year  ended  December  -Slst,  1937,  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  obtaining'  in  the  fourteen  townships 
comprising-  the  Blackburn  Rural  District. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres)  19,472 

Population — Census,  1931  11,232 

Estimated — 1937 12,600 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area — The 
Ordnance  Datum  varies  from  150  to  1,050,  with  a sub-soil 
chiefly  composed  of  clay:  — 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census,  1931)  2,827 


End  of  19.37  (according  to  Rate  Books)  3,399 

Rateable  Value  £67,026 

Estimated  Protluct  of  a Penny  Rate £260  (net) 


Ihe  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  Agriculture, 
Cotton  Weaving,  Cotton  Spinning  and  Paper  Making.  These 
occupations  do  not  appear  to  have  any  influence  on  the  public 
heallli  of  persons  employed  therein.  iMan}'  workers  in  industries 
other  than  agriculture  reside  outside  the  District,  and  of  the 
residents  in  the  District  many  arc  employed  outside  the  District. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1937. 


'I'otal 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  

128  .. 

. 67  . 

..  61 

Illegitimate  

4 .. 

1 

3 

'I't)tal  

132  .. 

. 68  . 

..  64 

4 


IJirlli  Kntc  piT  1,000  ol  the  csliniatcd  resident  population  10.4. 

Total  Males  Females 

Still  Births 11  ...  0 ...  2 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ...  76 

I'otal  Males  Females 

Deaths 130  ...  60  ...  70 

Death  Rate  10.5. 

.\umher  ol  \\’omen  dying',  in  or  in  eonseciuence  of  childbirth;  — 

From  Sepsis 1 

Other  causes Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  uiuler  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 30 

Legitimate  Inl'arits  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 31 

Illegitimate  Inlants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  17 

,.  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough Nil 


Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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l''or  lingiaiul  and  W'alcs  during'  1987  the  birth-rate  was 
14.9,  aiul  tl'.e  death-rate  12.4,  the  infantile  death-rate  being'  58 
per  1,(100  births. 

1 he  envirunnient  and  oceupational  eonditions  du  not  appear 
to  be  in  any  way  prejudical  to  health. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

The  (.'ouneil  iiave  not  made  any  separate  provision  for 
hospital  aceommorlation ; the  population  of  the  Rural  District 
not  being'  sulliciently  large  to  warrant  any.  For  cases  of  Small- 
pox, hospital  accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Blackburn 
Corporatit)!!  Smallpox  Hospital,  Finnington — one  betl  being 
available,  for  which  a retaining  lee  is  paid.  For  other  infectious 
diseases,  arrangi-ments  exists  for  acceptance  of  cases  as  required 
in  the  Blackburn  County  Borough  Fever  Hospital  and  Chorley 
Joint  Hospital. 

'I'liere  is  no  hospital  accommodation  in  the  District  for 
I'liberculosis,  Maternity  Cases  or  for  Children.  No  institutional 
provision  is  made  for  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  infants. 
For  homeless  children,  provision  is  made  by  the  Blackburn  and 
District  Orphanage  at  Whlpshire.  For  Maternity  and  Child 
\\'elfare,  a Ceiitre  is  provided  at  Feniscowles  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  and  this  is  open  each  I'uesday  from  2 — 4 p.m. 
riiere  is  also  a similar  Centre  at  Whalley  available  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Billington. 

Day  Nurseries,  .School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis  Dispersaries  or 
X'enereal  Diseases  4'reatment  Centres  are  not  provided  in  the 
District,  but  the  following  arrangements  are  made  b_\'  the  Lan- 
cashire County  Council  for  cases  of  suspected  Venereal 
Disease : — 


(i)  Ai'iy  .Medical  Practitioner  practising  in  the  area  of  the 
County  Council  can  obtain  at  the  cost  of  the  Countv 
Council,  a scientific  report  on  any  material  which  the 
medical  practitioner  may  submit  from  a patient 
su.spected  to  be  suffering  from  V'enereal  Disease. 

(ii)  Persons  sulfering  from  Venereal  Disease  can  obtain 
treatment  at  various  hospitals  in  the  area. 
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(iii)  Mctlical  l-'racliliuncrs  are  supplier!  witli  approved 
Arsenobenzine  Compound  lor  ihe  treatment  and  preven- 
tion ol  Venereal  Disease. 

'I'liere  is  no  charge  to  Medical  Practitioners  or  their  patients 
lor  any  of  these  services. 

The  necessary  outlits  lor  collecting  material  for  e.xainination 
from  persons  suspected  to  he  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease 
are  supplied  free  to  the  medical  practitioners  and  reports  are 
obtained  thereon. 


Ambulance  facilities  for  infectious  cases  include  the  removal 
ol  patients  in  an  Infectious  Hospital  Motor  Ambulance,  usually 
that  of  the  Hospital  to  which  the  cases  are  removed.  Private 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  removal  of  non-infectious 
cases  and  accident  cases. 

The  Tow  nships  of  Mellor,  Balderstone  and  Osbaldeston  are 
served  by  a Nurse  under  a local  voluntary  Committee,  wTilst  the 
I'ounships  of  Ramsgreave,  Wilpshire,  Cla3'ton-le-Dale  and 
Salesbury  are  similarly  served.  Livesey  and  Pleasington  are 
served  by  Blackburn  Nurses’  Homes;  Eccleshill,  Yate  and 
Pickup  Bank  and  Tockholes  by  Darw'en  Nursing  Association; 
and  Billington  by  Whalley  District  Nursing  Association. 


The  number  of  midwives  on  the  County  Council  Register 
at  the  31st  December,  1937,  was  4,  and  these  were  actually 
practising. 

No  local  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  this  Council  in  regard 
to  tl.ie  supply  of  food  and  milk  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  of  milk  for  infants,  this  matter  being  in  the  hands 
ol  the  County  Health  Committee. 

In  cases  of  suspected  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  the  County  Council 
supply  outlits  for  collecting  specimens,  and  these  are  sent  to  a 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  and  report.  This  is 
all  (k)ne  at  no  expense  to  ihe  Medical  Practitioner  or  the  patient. 
In  addition,  the  services  of  a Consultant  and  a Trained  Nurse 
are  su|3plied  at  the  cost  of  the  County  Council.  Drs.  R.  Y. 
.\itken  and  J.  Ramsay  are  the  consultants  appointed  by  the 
County  Council. 
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'I  hcre  arc  no  Local  Acts  or  Special  Local  Orders  in  lorce 
except  those  conlerring  on  the  Council  the  powers  oi'  an  Urban 
Authority  umler  several  sections  of  the  lAiblic  Health  Act,  1875. 
The  (Jeneral  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  include  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  1890  (operative  from  Gth  April,  1903)  ; part  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1890  (operative  from  28  March,  1894); 
part  of  the  ICiblic  Health  Act,  1907  (operative  from  September, 
1924);  and  part  of  the  Public  Health  .Act,  1925.  'I’he  Bye-laws 
relating-  to  Public  Health  include  the  New'  Streets  and  Building- 
Bve-law  s (operative  from  July,  1891):  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milhshops  Bye-laws  (operative  from  January,  1900)  ; Offensive 
Trades  Bye-law  s (operative  from  September,  1914)  ; and  the 
Slaughter  Houses  Bye-laws  (operative  from  September,  1911). 
Tile  .Adoptive  .Acts  and  Bye-laws  relating  to  Public  Health  are 
all  well  maintained. 

Co-operation  with  the  medical  and  ancillary  services  of  the 
.National  Health  Insurance  is  by  cases  of  accident  and  severe 
sickness  being  accepted  in  the  Blackburn  and  Last  Lancashire 
Roval  Inhmary  or  the  Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  Blackburn. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


WATER. 


.Mellor  Brook  District  is  supplied  from  the  Manchester 
Corporation  mains.  Other  parts  of  the  District  are  supplied  from 
the  Blackburn  Corporation  and  Darwen  Corporation  mains, 
fhe  remaining-  parts  derive  the  supply  from  private  reservoirs 
and  wells.  There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action,  and 
the  w.'iter  is  regularly  analysed  by  the  .Authorites  from  whom 
this  C.'ouncil  obtain  a supply.  AVith  regard  tt)  the  water  obtained 
from  private  reservoirs  and  wells,  samples  are  obtained  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Manchester,  for  examination. 

RIVERS  AND  STRE.AAIS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  action  w'ith  regard 
to  the  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  various  Sewage  Disposal  \\k)rks  in  the  District  have 
been  under  observation  ai-id  have  worked  stitisfactorilv.  Tliere 
are  seven  separate  Sexvage  tlisposal  ^\a)rks  in  the  area,  and 
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generally  speaking",  the  method  ol  treatment  adopted  is  by  pre- 
liminary sedimentation,  septic  tanks  and  circular  sprinkler 
nitration,  the  final  ellluent  passing"  through  humus  tanks  before 
discharge.  The  character  of  the  drainage  (when  practicable)  is 
by  the  separate  system.  '21  drains  have  been  tested  during" 
the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following"  information  relates  to  the  accommodation  at 
the  end  of  1937 : — 


Privy  Middens Nil 

Pail  Closets 793 

Fresh  Water  Closets 2334 

Waste  Water  Closets 81 

No.  of  Moveable  Ash-bins 1701 


Conversions  during  the  year  1937 : — 

Pail  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  Closets 12 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  moveable  ash-bins  have  been 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles  Nil 

SCAVENGING. 

In  the  Townships  of  Balderstone,  BiUington,  Clayton-le- 
Dale,  Eccleshill,  Livesey,  Mellor,  Osbaldeston,  Pleasington, 
Ramsgreave,  Salesbur}",  Tockholes  and  W'^ilpshire  scavenging  is 
done  by  the  Rural  District  Council  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  In  the  remainder  of  the  District  it  is  done 
by  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses.  The  refuse  is  deposited 
on  the  land,  there  being  no  refuse  destructor. 


S A N FT  A R Y INS  P ECT  ION. 

49  informal  notices  weie  serveil  on  owners  or  occupiers, 
and  several  nuisances  were  abateil  without  service  of  informal 
notices  by  reason  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  calling"  the  attention 
of  the  persons  responsible  at  the  time  of  his  visit. 


Defective  Chimney  Stacks  7 

Defective  Roofs 10 

Defective  Pointing '21 

Choked  Drains 9 
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Defective  Yard  Surfaces  ... 

Defective  Floors 

Broken  Blaster 

Defective  .\shes  Receptacles 

Defective  Slop  Pipes  

Defective  Rain  Water  Pipes 


Defective  Windows  and  Broken  Sash  Cords 15 

Damp  Walls *21 

.Absence  of  Handrails 

Defective  Closet  .Accommodation 18 


Premises  visited  and  visits  to  Works  in  progress:  — 


Inspection  of  Farmsteads  

A'isits  to  Works  in  progress 

Visits  and  Re-visits  to  Flouses  ...  . 

Travelling  Vans  Inspected  

Visits  to  Scavenging  Contractors  .. 

Visits  to  Refuse  Tips 

Slaughter-house  Inspections 

Smoke  Observations 

A’isits  to  Schools 

A'isits  to  Factories  and  AAAtrkshops 

A’isits  to  P'ried  Fish  Shops 

A’isits  to  Fish  and  Fruit  Shops  ...  . 
A’isits  to  Ice  Cream  A-’endors 


967 

159 

284 

11 

206 

197 

137 

22 

47 

50 

26 

31 

25 


S.MOKF  .ABATEMENT. 

It  was  not  lound  necessary  to  lake  any  legal  proceedings 
as  a result  ol  smoke  obser\alions. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  AVHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-L.AAVS  AND  R EOULATIONS. 

It  has  not  heen  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  regard 
to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive  trades,  etc. 


'The  stinit.'try  conditions  of  the  schools  in  the  District  are 
mainly  satislactory  :md  those  persons  responsible  for  their 
maintenance  are  tidvised  to  lake  note  ol  an\thing  which  might 
allect  the  health  and  well-being'  ol  ih.e  scholars.  I again  drtiw 
attention  to  the  lad  that  the  water  supply  at  Tockholes  School 
might  be  improved. 
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HOUSINC;  SlAllS'llCS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year;  — 

(a)  lotal — including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  13 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 13 

(b)  VVhth  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts:  — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

1 (a)  'I'otal  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  161 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  284 

2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  161 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  284 

3 Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  Habitation  which  were  closed 

after  intimation  to  owners  6 

4 Number  of  (.Iwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  49 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  49 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

.'\ — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  .'\ct,  1930 — 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs Nil 
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2 Xuinl)er  of  ilwelliiig-lioiises  which  were  rendered 


lit  alter  service  ol  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


B — Proceedings  under  Public  Mealth  .'\cts:  — 

1 Number  of  tlwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  Nil 

'2  Number  oi  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  .\uthority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


C — Proceedings  under  Section  U)  and  21  of  the  Hous- 
ing .\cl,  1930:  — 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made Nil 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Onlers  Nil 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1930:  — 

1 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  Nil 

2 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
tleterminecl,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  Nil 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Ni;  cases  under  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation ) Act,  1915,  were  referred  to  the  County  Public 
Health  Department. 

'I'he  administration  of  the  various  .Acts  relating  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  aiid  Milkshops  is  carried  out  efficiently  by  the  Sanitary 
1 nspector. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  .Milkshops  arc  periodically  inspected. 
.N(j  lewer  than  9()7  inspections  were  made  during  1937.  No 
action  has  been  necessary  in  regard  to  1 uberculous  Milk  or 
Tuberculous  Cattle. 
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One  dealer’s  licence  (lor  Cirncle  A milk)  and  I'our  dealers' 
licences  lor  pasteurised  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
lit)n)  Orders,  l!)2d,  were  issued  during  llJdT,  and  no  refusals  or 
revocations  of  registration  of  retailers,  or  of  licences  for  graded 
milk  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  is  320,  of 
whom  207  are  on  the  register. 

'I'he  \'eterinai\  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  is  carried  out  by 
tile  County  Council. 


MEAT, 

-Ml  animals  slaughtered  in  the  District  are  inspected  and 
marked  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health 
(Meat  Regulations),  1024,  sanctioned  b}'  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
vStalls,  shops,  stores  and  vehicles  are  regtilarh'  inspected  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations),  1024. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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(,)I  H1<R  FOODS. 


There  are  nine  bakeliouse.s  in  the  District,  and  the  condition 
ol  these  is  satisfactory. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFEC'iTOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  less 
tlian  usual,  and  there  are  no  noteworthy  facts  to  be  recorded. 

The  follow  ing-  specimens  for  pathological  and  bacteriological 
examination  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  York 
Place,  Manchester:- — 

Throat  Swabs — 7.  Water — 10. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SMALL-POX  PREVENTION) 
REGULATIONS,  1917. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed 
by  nie  during  the  year. 

Two  schools  were  closed  for  infectious  disease,  namely: 
Measles. 

DISINFECTION. 

34  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year  1937.  The 
method  of  disinfection  of  clothing,  etc.,  is  by  fumigation  in  the 
room  with  formaldehyde  gas,  except  in  special  cases,  when  the 
Blackburn  Corporation  steam  rlisinfector  is  used.  Houses  are 
disinlected  after  notification  of  Phthisis  cases. 
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lUnEKCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  .Mortality  during-  1‘JI37 : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age — I’eriods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmouary 

Pulmonary 

Nou-Pulinonary 

\'eais  0-1 
,,  1-5  ... 

,,  5-iO  ... 

,,  10-15  ... 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1 .. 

...  1 ...  1 .. 

1 .. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

,,  15-20  ... 

1 

...  1 

„ 20-25  ... 

...  2 

...  1 

,,  25-35  ... 

,,  35-45  ... 

,,  45-55  ... 

1 ... 

2 

1 .. 

2 

...  1 

,,  55-05  ... 

05  N up\\-ards 

...  1 

1 

'I’otal 

. 1 ...  4 

...  1 ...  4 .. 

3 

...  4 

1 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  medical  practitioners  in 
the  District  is  strictly  observed.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary 
to  take  any  action  on  accouiit  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
the  requirenients.  There  is  no  e\idence  of  excessive  incidence 
of,  or  mortality  from,  Tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation 
practised  in  the  District. 

DENER.\L. 

I ain  happv  to  sav  that  during-  the  past  year,  the  health 
of  the  District  has  been  norn-ial.  The  number  of  infectious 
cases  notified  has  been  lower  than  the  previous  year. 

Trade  conditions  have  ren-iained  at  about  the  same  level. 

d'wo  schools  were  closed  for  a short  period  for  measles. 

The  water  scheme  at  Mellor  is  under  prog-ress,  and  further 
borings  are  deemed  atlvisable  to  increase  the  supply. 

'The  i-iumber  of  farms  producing-  “.\ccreditetl  Milk”  are 
steadilv  inci-easing-  and  n-iy  thanks  are  again  due  to  farmers  who, 
as  in  the  past,  have  been  so  ready  to  help  in  the  maintenance 
of  a sound  milk  supply. 
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Dining'  the  yc'.'ir  iinir  c;iscs  i)l  ovcn'i'owding'  were  reported, 
but  these  liave  been  succe.ssrully  dealt  with.  Tlie  housiii”-  needs 
ol  tlie  population  are  adequately  met. 


I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  prizes  have 
again  been  awarded  to  larmers  in  this  area  in  the  Blackburn 
Clean  .Milk  Competition. 


.\gain  I must  thank  my  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  constant 
help  He  has  again  di.scharg'ed  his  tluties  in  his  usual  conscien- 
tioLi."'  fashion. 


I am, 

-Mr.  Chairman  and  tjentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  .M.  BR.VDLEY, 

.Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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